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AN ADDKESS, 


TO THE DISSENTERS IN STOURBRIDGE, AND 
ITS VICINITY; ESPECIALLY THEIR 
CHILDREN. 


FELLOW CHRISTIANS, 


Tur enſuing diſcourſe, not being 
deſigned for the preſs, it was compoſed in 
my uſual plain ſtyle, intended for uſefulneſs 
only. But you having ſignified your ap- 
probation, and wiſh of a private peruſal, I 
have complied, though with no ſmall degree 
of diffident reluctance. The Sentiments are 
the ſame as delivered, but have taken li- 
berty ſo to alter the Mode, as to fit it better 
for public view. 


Your principles as Diſſenters, being drawn 
from the ſcriptures of truth, thoſe lively 
oracles 


4 
oracles of God, ſhould not be oppoſed by 


men of whatever vicious turn of mind. 
Nor does it become you or me to be aſhamed 
of them. | | 


Think it not ſtrange however, that you 
and they are held in contempt, in an evil 
day: it was ſo from the beginning as well 
as Now, 


Know then, that our forefathers came 


forward in the world on principles of Reli- 


gion and Loyalty. 


In Religion —Stemming the overflowing 
tide of the ignorance, error, and ſlavery of 
their days; and ſettling an harmonized 
tec form of ſound words, once delivered to 
the ſaints. To that ſtand, the preſent Na- 
tional, Parliamentary eſtabliſhed Religion 
owes its confirmation, in the reigns of 


K. Ed: VI. and Q. Elizabeth. 
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In Loyalty—Tt was with ſimilar ſenti- 
ments the primitive Chriſtians in Britain 
oppoſed the vain claim of the ſupremacy of 
Rome, over both their Kings and themſelves. 
Indeed loyalty and true religion have always 
gone together, and every age of the chriſ- 
tian church evinces it. I need only refer 
you to the tranſactions of the Britiſh Church- 
es from the firſt to the ſixth Century. 


Their well informed deſcendants too, ever 
aſſiſted our former Kings and Governors, in 
reforming the modes of religion and man- 
ners, until ſtill brighter periods ſhould ap- 


pear. 


It was your puritan diſſenting fore-fathers, 
who were the beſt inſtruments in reſtor- 
ing King Charles II. to the vacant throne of 
his anceſtors: as, © the preſbyterian people 
and church of Scotland; and the Non- 
conforming Miniſters from England, who 
waited on him for that purpoſe at BREDA, 
ſhew. And who ſo aCtive\and hearty as 


they 
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6 
they, in inviting and welcoming the famed 
William the third? or in aiding and defend- 
ing the families of BRuxswi cx and Hanover, 
againſt their, and Britain's enemies ? 


You know too, you are taught no con- 


trary doctrines by your preſent miniſters, pri- 
vate or public: and if you were; I have 


confidence in you, that you would not re- 


ceive them. 


The grand topic in which all diſſenters 
unite, is, That, the Lord Chriſt alone, 


« is, and ſhould be the only head of his 


e Church, her ole law-giver: and, that his 
te majeſtic and poſitive appointments in 
te ſcripture, are to be received and ſubmitted 
te to by his ſubjects, as the altogether ſuffi- 
« cient law of his Kingdom, without any 
e imaginary improvements of men; or, im- 
« poſed forms as conditions of Church fel- 
« lowſhip, by any authority whatſoever, ” 
This I fay is what all diſſenters unite in. 


Diſſenter Sz 


he 
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Diſſenters, Iike others, may, and do differ 


from one another in other points: Vet thus 
de holding the head, they have ſo far fel- 


lowſhip and charity one with another. Nor 
can we ſee, that any attempts made by men, 
have as yet, brought even the members of 
their own communities, to unity of mind 
and doctrine in all points. It ſeems a device 
and labour quite beyond human power to 
accompliſh. And as we know Chriſt's king- 
dom 1s not of this world, or its maxims ; and 
as he rules all human affairs, yet by his per- 
miſſive providence denying us a ſhare in the 
emoluments of church and ſtate, and being 
deprived thereof by the laws of our country: 
we leave political matters to conſtituted govern- 
ers, and conſole ourſelves in the free uſe 
of religion, in the bleſſings thereof, and 
hope of future glory; whatever right we 
may have, natural or civil, to more. 


On this ground, Sirs, your paſs is tenable, 
is defenſible: © Stand faſt therefore, in the 


« liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
4e free. 
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© free. Be ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, always 


« abounding in the work of the Lord, know- 


* ing that your labour 1s not, ſhall not be 
« in vain, in the Lord.” And if theſe 
lines, or the following pages, will con- 
tribute but one mite thereto, it will gratify 
my long and warm wiſh. For this purp6ſe 
I humbly offer them at the feet of my 
great Maſter, © for the good of you and 
your children after you. 


And ye, dear Children, and tender care of 


your loving parents, know you thus the 


God of your fathers: enquire, learn, and 
get to know to the beſt purpoſe, for your 
own good, what 1s the will of the Lord, 
and what is intended by our plain goſpel 
ſervice. In and by it do you adorn the 
doctrine of God our Saviour; and teach 
your children afrer you. Conſider what is 
ſaid, and the Lord give you a good under- 
ſtanding therein, and in all things. Amen. 
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STOURBRIDGE, 
March 2, 1795. 
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MEN AND BRETHREN, 


| Being called upon by Government to 


humble ourſelves for our Sins, as a Nation, before 


the preſence of Jehovah, in order to avert his juſt- 
ly incenfed wrath, and you having requeſted me 


to take a part in the awful ſolemnities of this day, 


I heartily join you in the neceſſary work, May 
our efforts be acceptable to the Gop of worſhip, 
and uſeful to all concerned. 

But previous to our entering upon this duty, it 
may be neceſſary juſt to obſerve, that however-unde- 
ſerved the Calumnies with which we are loaded, 
however free from the unjuſt imputation of guilt, 
error, diſaffection, or diſloyalty; it becomes us 
even in our beſt religious exerciſes; both as pro- 
feſſing Chriſtians and Diſſenters, to act with circum- 
ſpection and prudence; well knowing that © peril- 
cc qus times are come. For my part I ſhall de- 

viate 
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viate from my uſual mode of addreſſing you, and 
read what I have to ſay on this occaſion, from 


NUMBERS x. Xxxvi. 


« RRTURN, O Logb, UNTO THE MANY THOU- 
« SANDS OF ISRAEL. 


Theſe words were originally ſpoken by Moſes, = 
the ſervant of the Lord, when in his watchful at- tt 
tendance on the movements of the Ark of Gop, 0 
as it led Iſrael through the wilderneſs to the pro- p 
miſed Canaan. | 0 


If it ſet forward and danger appeared, Moſes, 
knowing that this was the ſymbol of the Divine ö 
Preſence, with the confidence of a faithful wor- | 
ſhiper of Jehovah, from whom alone he ſought 
for victory, preſents his petition: * Riſe up, Lord, 
ce and let thine enemies be ſcattered; and let them 
te that hate thee flee. before thee. ”---And when it 
Reſted, with the moſt pleaſing rapture, beholding 
the token of the favour of his and Iſrael's Gop 
again reſting with them, he anew addrefles the 
Almighty, in full perſuaſion of protection from 
his Omnipotent preſence, “Return, O Lord, to 
« the many thouſands of Iſrael. ” 

Each of theſe prayers is an affectionate and ear- 


neſt application to the Gop of Iſrael for thoſe 
bleſſings 


„ 
bleſſings which are the portion of his choſen, and 


ſhews the peculiar confidence of the people in his 


care and guardianſhip. Their temporal concerns, 
whether proſperous or adverſe, they well knew 
were ſafe in his all- protecting hand; while with a 
ſtill higher confidence, they ardently deſired to be 
favoured with the Divine Sheckinah in their reli- 
gious and ſpiritual intereſts: and as the ark was 
the emblem of his favour to them; ſoit was typi- 
cal of the coming Maſſiabh, who was to be to his 
people a ſure pledge of the favour and bleſſing of 


G0“. 


But, Brethren, Iſrael no more appears on this 


ſublunary ball: thouſands of years they have been 
conſigned to the ſilent Tomb: Moſes is long ſince 
gone to receive his Crown: his followers the Jewiſh 
Saints, no more experience the miſeries of life, 
but are partaking of the joys of their Lord. The 
New Teſtament ſaints do alſo ſweetly ſleep in Jeſus. 
In like manner our fathers and reformers have 
paid the debt to nature: their ſtruggles and their 
miſeries, their conflicts and their fears are all done 
away: Gob has wiped every tear from their eyes; 
while we, as they were once, are left to tread this 
dreary deſart amidſt ſurrounding enemies: doomed 
to roam in the labyrinths of this world, we are 


* Exodus, XXiil. 20, 21 22. 


obliged 
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: obliged to maintain a daily combat with vice and 
error; miſrepreſentations of our principles, and 
falſe charges of ſentiments we never adopted. 
Like the primitive Chriſtians, we are conſidered as 
the cauſe of the Calamities which now afflict the 
Empire, yet like them, equally innocent. We ſuf- 


+ habe 


I fer every ſpecies of indignity and reproach.—Yet 
1 amidſt theſe we are not left without hope. We 
I have the ark of religion with us, and in it, a con- 
2 fidence of triumph in our unſcen Saviour.—Con- 
J ſcious of our own innocence, we wait, with a holy c 
E faith, until he pleaſes to juſtify his people; and t 
8 you may reſt aſſured, my fellow Chriſtians, that J 
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this is ſufficient to guide the © few names in { 
« Sardis ” to their deſired reſt. 

In our preſent ſituation, I look upon theſe words 
in the text, as a ſuitable directory for this day's 
ſervice: For © whatſoever things were written 
e aforetime were written for our learning, that we 
ec through patience and comfort of the ſcriptures 
te might have hope . From the words firſt read, 
I deduce this doctrine, (viz.) * That the Divine Pre- 
« fence is the beſt ſecurity for his people, in time of 
« Danger.” And the order I propoſe for illuſtrat- 
ing it is, Firſt; to compare Iſrael and Britain :;— 
Second; take notice of ſome of our preſent na- 


| ® Rom, xv. 4. 
tional 


we 
tional circumſtances. —Third; from theſe, ſtate the 
duties of the day. 

Firſt then, Britain, like Iſrael, is a redeemed 
people, and precious in the ſight of the Lord. 
Iſrael was redeemed from idolatry and Egyptian 
ſlavery ; Britain, from Paganiſm, Popery, and Ty- 
ranny.—Iſrael was reſtored to Freedom, Civil and 
Religious :—So was Britain to the worſhip of the 
true Gop, by one only mediator, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as well to as the enjoyment of her natural and 
civil rights. Iſrael was peculiarly favoured with 
the Divine ordinances and teachings*, Britain en- 
Joys them in the greateſt purity. Iſrael was bleſ- 
ſed with a continued ſucceſſion of prieſts, to whom 
were committed the lively oracles of God F. Bri- 
tain from the earlieſt days has been favoured with 
a preached goſpel, and with faithful and found 
miniſters, whoſe names ſhall laſt while time en- 
dures. What a glorious cloud of witneſſes have we 


from the days of WickLiee, the morning ſtar of 


the Reformation, to the preſeat day! Iſrael was 
peculiarly tenacious of the law of her God; Bri- 
tain may juſtly challenge every other Nation for 
zeal in the cauſe and ways of God. Iſrael was 
noted for her martial ſpirit in the preſervation of 


Rom. iii. 2. + Rom. ix. 4. 
her 
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her liberties : And what nation more jealous of them 
than Britain? Who can recount the number of 
Britons who have bled for their country? Shall we 
view our own ſtained fields, or ſhall we trace 
foreign ſhores, theſe will equally proclaim the valour 
and ſucceſſes of Britain, in defence of her natural 
rights; and even amidft her late diſaſters her cou- 
rage has never been ſullied.— But Britain, like 
Iſrael, has ſinned exceedingly againſt the Lord her 
God. 

How therefore © are the mighty fallen, and 
te the fine gold become droſs! The beauty of Iſrael 
ce js fallen, the mighty are ſlain, and the weapons of 
« war are periſhed. Though unfit to be told in 
« Gath, or publiſhed in the ſtreets of Britain; yet 
« the Mountains, Plains, and Coaſts of the Continent 
«witneſs the fall of our heroes, as if they had not 
« been anointed with oil®, ” 

What a change from the many glorious victo- 
ries of Britain! Shall J mention the plains of 
Minden; the impenetrable rocks of Gibraltar: 
point you to the burning ſands of the Eaſt : or lead 
you to the Duke of Cumberland's victory, in the 
fields of Culloden? All theſe prove that God 


formerly went forth with our armies; but our late 


n Sam, i. 1. 
defeats 


C 18 } 
defeats ſtrongly indicate, that we have ſinned away 
our God, loſt our defence, and leſſened our privi- 
ledges and our happineſs. 

The awful buſineſs of this day, evinces our 
dreadful ſituation. We are in a ſtate of Var, and 
under the chaſtiſing rod of offended Deity, for 
ſome provoking crime committed againſt Heaven's 
pure Majeſty; a puniſhment. often threatened 
againſt Iſrael for tranſgreſſion“: From whence 
« come wars and fightings among you; come they 
e not of your luſts ? ” 

War is always unjuſt on one fide: it may be ſo 
in both parties: yet it may be, and is ſometimes 
Juſt and abſolutely. neceſſary: as 

Firſt: when it is purely defenſive, unprovoked 
and oppreſſive. 

Secondly: When it is to recover a property 
which was unjuſtly captured. So Abraham's, to 
reſcue Lot. And Melchiſedeck, the Prieſt of 
te the moſt high God, bleſſed Abraham in the name 
« of his God 1. 

Thirdly: When it is carried 'on with a view 
to Peace, and as the laſt argument for obtaining it. 
« When thou comeſt againſt a City then pro- 
ce claim peace unto it 5. 
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Deut. xxviii. 49. Þf James, iv. 1. Þ Gen, xiv, x 19. 
Deut. xx. x. 
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It is not for me to make any remarks upon the 
conduct of Governments; in this reſpect, I ſhall 
only lay it down as one of the indiſpenſable laws 
of national Juſtice, to offer terms of peace to our 
Enemies, before we proceed to make war upon 
them. I ſhall therefore ſay no more upon this 
ſubject, but, ſecondly, proceed to take notice of a 
few of our national circumſtances. 

Caſt then your contemplating eyes throughout 
Europe:—Extend them to the Aſiatic plains:— 
glance at African ſhores, and view the American 
Iſles: With what gigantic ſteps does this Monſter 
advance for the deſtruction of the peace and hap- 
pineſs of the human race. War, horrid war! 
monſtrous, All-devouring being, who ſpares nor 
enemy or friend, but will be fed by, will gor- 
mandize on both!—To admit her, is to throw 
open our gates to a mercileſs foe How has ſhe 
ravaged Spain, Poland, Germany, France, Fland- 
ers, Holland, Italy, England, the Mediterranean 
Iſles, Eaſt and Weſt Indies, &c. How wide the 
proſpect! The carriage how dreadful! Inſtead 
of cultivated fields, preſenting the rich bounties of 
Providence to his Creatures, we behold the leafleſs 
deſart, and ghaſtly famine ſtalking in the regions 
of plenty! Inſtead of domeſtic joys we view 
the widow's agonies, and hear her doleful cries! 


Hark! 


( 2 
Hark ! the orphans demanding the return of their 


ſires, when, alas! they are either numbered with 


the. dead, or are toſſing on beds of miſery and 
woe! View the patriarch, covered with the filver 
locks of age, leaning upon his ſtaff, and in torture 
ſurveying the deſtruction of his country! I ſee 
him taking his laſt view, and with horror deſcend- 
ing to the tomb! Why weeps the unweaned in- 
fant! behold its mother ſtretched a ſtiff and lifeleſs 
corpſe, while it in vain attempts to draw life and 
nouriſhment from the fountain of its own exiſ- 
tence! But the reflections are too painful for me 
to continue. O! may the God of all mercies 
kindly preſerve Britain from theſe miſeries, 


From theſe, reflect what in all probability will 


in the courſe of the enſuing ſummer take place on 
the great and wide ſea, 

Reflect alſo upon the enemy we have to fight 
with: one who has given proofs of the ſagacity of 
his councils: of his watchfulneſs and of his opera- 
tions, both by land and ſea. Reflect on their cou- 
rage, their victories, and vaſt property; their four- 
teen armies of well diſciplined veterans; amount- 
ing in the whole to about one million two hundred 
thouſand. Reflect alſo upon their mighty fleets, 


with their late additions, and theſe at our own 
B door 
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door. Tis true they have ſtained all by deiſm, 
treachery and cruelty; yet theſe ſhew they are a 
people not to be trifled with, nor ſcorned; perhaps 
only to be conquered by mighty prayer, the great 
work of this ſolemn day. 

Reflect again, upon our own ſituation. Weaken- 
ed as we are by the loſs of America, by the 
defection of our Allies, the declining of our trade, 
and the decreaſe of our population, we are the leſs 
able to combat with an enemy of ſuch ſtrength. 
Reflect alſo, upon the awful viſitation of provi- 


- dence in the ſeaſons. Was it not theſe gave Hol- 


land to the French? Behold the dreadful depre- 
dations of the floods at home! Hear the alarming 
reports of ſcarcity of grain, and theſe proceeding 
from the beſt authorities. What numbers of con- 
ſuming fires, both in the metropolis and the prin- 
cipal towns of the kingdom! What havock has 
Fell difeaſe made this year! how are the bills of 
mortality ſwelled beyond any former period, except 


When peſtilence invaded the land! Hark! the 


groans of the complaining poor! Does not every 
man's ear tingle with the doleful knell; and is not 
every thinking perſon expecting ſtill greater cala- 
mities, beitig alarmed both for perſonal and na- 
tional ſafety? Upon the whole earth denies com- 
fort 
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fort, and the only aſylum appears to be the Lord 
God of hoſts. 

Once more, to excite to the proper work of this 
day, and of days to come, while this war laſts, 
reflect alſo that beſides what is gone, there is yet 
more in danger; and this is the more afflicting 
when we remember the- proſperity we enjoyed a 
few years ago. From the enjoyment of the all- 
chearing bleſſing of peace, we are now plunged 

into the miſeries of war; a war which ſeems to 


threaten the whole habitable globe with commo- 
tion and woe. 


r 


Since things are ſo, and danger at our doors; 


diſaſters upon diſaſters pouring upon us, our ene- 
mies encreaſing in ſtrength and power; every day 
crowning them with freſh victories, and new allies; 
while our condition is the direct reverſe: let us to 
excite our piety and humility, ſeriouſly enquire— 
Is not the Lord departed from us*? Is not our 
defence gone ? Is it not plain that he even fights 
againſt us: our ſins have juſtly provoked him to 
anger, and he will puniſh for iniquity. _ 

That the fins of Britain, as a nation, have arriv- 
ed to an enormous height is what every ſerious 
perſon muſt acknowledge; and that national puniſh- 


{ 
© Hoſea, ix. 12. + Numb, xiv. 9. 
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ments are the certain conſequences is undent- 
able.— | 


« Is this conjecture of advent'rous thought? 
« Or pious coward's pulpit cuſhion'd dream? 
« Far from it! this is certain; this is fate. 
| YOUNG. 
Let us enquire what theſe reigning fins are. 
Firſt then: Unthankfulneſs and forgetfulaek of 
paſt mercies and deliverances. 

Secondly: Indifference about the true evangelical 
proteſiont religion, with a foſtering of popery; 
never had ſhe more probability of gaining her 


ſupremacy than at this time; her other attempts 
were too rapid: this is regular, 


Thirdly : A general neglect of ſerious godlineſs 
in the higher ranks, and conſequent immorality in 
the inferior orders of the people. 

Fourthly: A general neglect of the ſolemn warn- 
ings, and divine chaſtiſements, which at | preſent 
threaten us. 

Fifthly : Diviſions among the profeſſors of reli- 
gion of every denomination, whereby the religion 
of Jeſus receives wounds in the houſe of her 
friends. 

Sixthly : The general ſpread of pride, luxury, 
and malice, maſked under apparent zeal for the 
church. 


En 
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Seventhly: Self elation or deſpiſing of others: 
that acknowledged fin of this nation. 

Let us now attend to thoſe of a private and 
perſonal nature.— Theſe are, 

Firſt : An almoſt univerſal breach of the ſab- 
bath, and neglect of ſocial duties. 

Secondly : Sportive ſlander of the innocent, 
where the culprit can eſcape the laſh of law. 

Thirdly : Unjuſt prejudices againſt the quiet in 
the land, which lead to outrageous violence, not 
ſhort of perſecution. 

Fourthly : Enflaming accuſations of the inno- 
cent, in pulpit harangues, clubs, &c. whereby, in 
the former caſe, the ſacredneſs of God's worſhip is 
deſtroyed, and in the latter the peace of ſociety, 

Fifthly: Lying and profane ſwearing, with that 
yet more awful crime PERJURY, ſo common in this 
day. 

Sixthly : Defrauds both of government and in- 
dividuals, in their juſt and acknowledged rights, 

But, fellow chriſtians, diftreſſing as things ap- 
pear, (and I think I have not ſwelled them beyond 
what they really are,) we have yet many bleſſings 
in reſerve; nor is our ſituation ſo deſperate, as to 
oblige us to throw ourſelves into the hands of our 
enemies for mercy, However I lament the riſe of 
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the war, and the calamities it has brought upon us 
ſtill I would not exchange for foreign maſters; and 
I confidently hope, there is not one among us who 
wiſhes to overthrow our preſent legally conſtituted 
government, for ſtrange landlords, French exact- 
ors, or Roman tax-gatherers. And if ever it 
pleaſes the divine providence to permit an invaſion 
upon our iſland, I hope he will raiſe a proper 
Pirit in the armies of our Britiſh Iſrael, to repel 
the invading foe, 

Contemplate upon the merci es you yet enjoy ;— 
Your Sovereign choſen by your free ſuffrage, at the 


revolution in the year 1688, by which, the act of 


toleration and bill of rights, your religion and 
liberties have been ſecured: and although in ſome 
reſpects theſe have not confirmed to you 4 your 
natural and civil rights, yet remember, the 
bleſſings they convey, in delivering you from 
the horrours of popery and eccleſiaſtical tyranny. 
Whatever difficulties you may yet labour under, 
bear with patience, until God ſhall put it into 
the hearts of your governors to do you juſtice; 
nor ever let any other means than thoſe which 
are ſtrictly legal, be uſed by you to recover 
your rights. 

Contemplate alſo, that you each enjoy your 
own habitation in ſafety; and although lawleſs 
5 mobs 
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mobs may deſtroy your property, and abuſe your 


perſons, yet the laws of your country reſtore the 
one, and protect the other, 


Conſider alſo, that ſuch has been the caſe with 


chriſtians in every age: it was ſo with our Lord, 


and ſurely the ſervant is not above his maſter. 


But remember in this he has pronounced you 


bleſſed. It is eaſy to conclude who is right, the 


perſecutor or the perſecuted. Conſider likewiſe, 


that you enjoy the ſweet ſociety of your friends and 
relations, and as yet you have ſufficient employ to 
ſtore your board with the neceſſaries of life, and 
thoſe domeſtic comforts which ſweeten your paſ- 
ſage through this pilgrimage. 

Conſider above all, that you have the houſe of 
God and his worſhip, for your ſabbath repaſt: here 
you may worſhip your Heavenly Father in fpirit 
and in truth, according to his own regulations in 
the ſacred ſcriptures. You have yet your Bible, 
the pure goſpel and ſacraments, all which convey 
to you light, life, and knowledge. 

| Conſider alſo, that you have your miniſters ap- 
pointed according to the rule of your God, and the 
uſages of the primitive chriſtians: that there are 
none to make you afraid in the uſe of them at 
preſent, whatever you may fear of forfeiting them 


hereafter. 
But 
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But likewiſe conſider, that however great your 
mercies are, ſin may put between your God and 
you. How awful would the change then be! 
How diſtrefling ſhould he remove your candleſtick 
out of its place, and curſe the bleſſings you yet 
enjoy! This has been the caſe in former times, 
and was a juſt puniſhment for ſin, luke warrnneſs, 
and profaneneſs. Then were your bibles burnt; 
your miniſters and ſaints martyred ; your houſes 
and fields laid waſte ; and yourſelves flying to the 
wilds, for ſhelter from the perſecuting foe. 

Yes, conſider that fin ſaps the foundation of 
every bleſſing: none exempt from puniſhment, for 
the commiſſion thereof: the higheſt ſublunary 
ſtations and enjoyments, equally as the moſt baſe 
and ſordid. Need I refer you to the King of the 
French? the King of Poland ? the Stadtholder of 
Holland? Every age has given ſufficient proofs 
of the truth of this aſſertion. 

Conſider, laſtly, that God has often removed his 
goſpel for the ſins of its profeſſors. Where now are 
the once flouriſhing churches of Afia : of Africa: 
of Bohemia: of France: of Spain, &c? and how 


Juſtly might he do to us, as he, has done to Shiloh“ 


But, I hope, there are greater mercies in ſtore for us. 


* * Jer. Vil. 12. 
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Thirdly :. I now proceed to ſtate the duties of 
the day. | 

One of the great difficulties of miniſters, lies, I 
think, in rightly ſtating and placing Chriſtian Du- 
ties, either common, or ſuch extraordinary,” as are 
appropriated to ſuit this day. The practiſing of 
duties in itſelf, I do not conſider as available to the 
removal of puniſhments, or atoning for the ſins which 
bring them on: both theſe invaluable bleſſings I at- 
tribute ſolely to the free favour of God, through the 
rich meritof the atoning Saviour : duty, both in flying 
from evil, and practiſing every good work, I deem 
the way of obtaining mercy: in obedience to the 
divine command, under the influence of the promiſed 
ſpirit of grace and ſupplication. And though we 
may not be capable of “ identifying the fin, for 
which a particular judgment is inflicted, yet 
thoſe particular actions and omiſſions which 
ſcripture ſtyles ſinful, and the puniſhment hea- 
ven affixes to them, We may mark out: we are 
bound to call the people to reform, how diſagree- 
able ſoever to ſome; but I hope ye have not ſo 
learned Chriſt as to reject the ſuitable word of 
exhortation. 
What more in point than to ſay Return, O 


@ 11 Sam, xxi. 1, Z. 
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Lord! to the many thouſands of Britain, and cauſe 
Britain to return unto thee. Britain has need of 
both, and has encouragement and promiſe for 
both. If ſhe returns to the Lord with her whole 
heart—If the puts away her idols, and prepares a 
heart to ſerve the Lord®, ſhe ſhall be ſaved from 


every enemy f. 


Fervent Prayer and faſting is a oe _ of 
returning.— 

Firſt; It is God's appointed way, and it is ours 
this day. It is the way which Moſes took, in the 
uſe of the name Iſrael: a name dear to God: a 
name of his own giving and calling : a name obtain- 
ed by, and in prayer . 

Britain is his alſo : and by what he has done for her 
appears to be equally precious to him. It would ex- 
ceed my time and abilities, to recount all the favours 
he has beſtowed upon Britain, to prove her his. 

Secondly: In pleading the numbers of his people, 
the thouſands of Iſrael. Iſrael was then about two 
millions. England contains now about eight mil- 
hons ; and with Scotland and Ireland at leaſt twelve 
millions. Theſe are many thouſands indeed. 

Now if the Lord made it an argument with 
Jonah concerning Nineveh, © That it was a great 


* 1 Sam. vii. 3. Þ 11 Chron, xx. —— Gen. xxxii. 28. 
cc City, 
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ct city, containing more than fix ſcore thouſand 
e perſons, that could not diſcern between the right 
hand and the left hand®*. ” Theſe being ſup- 
poſed Infants forming about an eighth part of the 
city, which would then amount to nearly one mil- 
lion; we may ſurely borrow an argument for 
prayer for Britain therefrom. 

Thirdly : Suppoſe England to contain ten thou- 
land pariſhes, and only ten righteous perſons in 
each pariſh : it gives one hundred thouſand praying 
ſouls in this pious requiſition; or if only five it 
gives fifty thouſand, with their miniſters between 
the porch and the altar, crying out, Return, O 
Lord, to the many thouſands of Iſrael F. 

How glorious an army with banners! What 
may we not expect from the united prayers of ſo 
many ſaints; for he hath ſaid If two of you 
* agree on earth, as touching any thing that they 
cc mall aſk, it ſhall be done for them zx“ and all 
under the lead and influence of the great apoſtle 
and high prieſt of our profeſſion: our advocate 
with the father: Jeſus Chriſt the righteoush, 
Would not then, God; the God of Iſrael, the 
God of Britain hear? We can hardly ſuppoſe a 


Jonah, iv. 11 + Gen, xviii. 32. _ 
I Matt, xvili. 19. $ Heb, iu, 1.— I John, U, Is 
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more welcome invitation offerable to him. 
Would he not return, return as the dove with the 
olive leaf of Prack“? Peace as an uninterrupted 
and perpetual river; whoſe ſtreams are broad and 
numerous as the waves of the ſea: waſhing away 
our fins and reproach : covering our ſhores with 
enriching bleſſings and holy comforts : and filling 
our houſes and hearts f with every good. 

Let vs then petition the throne of Almighty 
God: That he would be pleaſed graciouſly to re- 
turn to the people of Britain, in prayer, this day. 

That he would return to his miniſters in anſwer 
of. prayer. 

That he would return to the King of Great-Bri- 
tain and defend him from every enemy. 

To the grand council of the nation. 

To the Parliaments at this time aſſembled. 

To the armies and navies of Britain, to give 
courage and conduct, and cover their heads in the 
day of battle. | 

To thè churches of Britain, to bleſs the word 
preached for conviction and reformation, repen- 
tance and pardon. 

That he would return for reſtoring and preſerving 
Britiſh liberties and privileges, civil and religious. 


> ® Gen, viii, 6. + Ifaiah, xlviii. x1. 
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That he would be pleaſed to ſpare the ſhedding 
of human blood; and incline the hearts of the 
angry nations to peace and brotherly love. 

That he would be pleaſed to ſave the nations 
from deiſm, popery, and ſlavery, and crown them 
all with eternal ſalvation. 

Another duty I would recommend to you, is a 
diligent ſearch how much we or any of us are 
culpable in theſe reſpects.— Let each aſk, Lord is it 
I? Am I the cauſe that thou thus contendeſt® 
with us, with Britain? Diſcover our guilt and 
take away our puniſhment, : 

I wiſh you alſo ſeriouſly to confeſs the ſame 
when diſcovered: it is one mark of true repen- 
tance, to confeſs our ſins. 

Again, -reſolve by grace to forſake thoſe crimes, 
which have brought theſe puniſhments upon us, 
if peradventure the Lord may return and leave a 
bleſſing behind. 

Again, ſympathize with all your fellow ſufferers, 
both national and perſonal; and in this, ſhew that 
you have bowels of compaſſion as chriſtians, 

Reaſons for confeſſing and forſaking the evils 
above mentioned, are many and at hand, as, theſe 
evils have often occaſioned the ruin of many and 


* Job. X. 2. 
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great nations, and are conſpicuous in the preſent 
day. 'We may forfeit our indulgencies and thus 
ruin our poſterity : theſe we- cannot juſtify now, 
nor reflect on comfortably at death. How then 
ſhall we anſwer for them to our juſt and final 
judge ! 

Before I cloſe, give me leave to appeal to your 
impartial judgment and aſk your deciſion. Are 
we this day national or perſonal the proper objects 
of heavier chaſtiſements, or the prepared monu- 
ments of free and undeſerved mercy. Are we 
not manifeſtly poiſed ! weighing in the balances *? 
How ponderous our fins! How wanting in the 
genuine graces of humble ſorrow, of repentance and 
return! Let each retire within himſelf and give 
the anſwer. | 

Let me alſo entreat you not to be careleſs in 
theſe ſcenes, as others who lay them not to heart, 
or vainly boaſt of victory before combat. Do 
not deſpiſe the Lord's chaſtening, neither faint 
under his hand, | 

Again: Think not that our devotion this day, will 
clear the paſt account, or recover what we have ſinned 
away ; or that it will turn the counſels or arms of 
the enemy. No: without reformation, our policy, 


: ® Dan, v. 27. 
our 


( 31 ) 
our courage or reſources, however great, will not 
ſuffice, Except the Lord return to the many thou- 
ſands of Britain, we muſt expect ſtill greater 
calamities. 
Set it down as a certain truth, that if the ſame 
ſins be continued in, or new ones, if poſſible be 


added to thoſe already committed: if prayer and 


true principles of . piety be abandoned, or deſpiſed : 
if the Lord Chriſt be ſtill rejected, and denied ta 
reign in righteouſneſs among us, be aſſured that 


his anger will ſtill burn againſt us: and who ſhall 


dare to ſay to him, What doſt thou. 

Laſtly: Regard the ſigns of the times, and pre- 
pare to meet him at his ſecond coming: be watch- 
ful, for he will come as a thief in the night, and 
his reward is with him to give to every one ac- 
cording to his works. 

The Lord ſpare and have mercy on a ſinful na- 
tion, laden with iniquity ; and may he thus ſoon 
return to the thouſands of Britain. 


* Iſaiah, i. 4. + Job, ix. 12, 
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=_ HYMN. 
| — _———— 
HILE Joſhua led the armed bands 
Of Iſrael forth to war; 
Moſes apart, with lifted hands 
Engag'd in humble prayer. 


The armed bands had quickly fail'd, 
And periſh'd in the fight; 

If Moſes' prayer had not prevail'd 
To put the foes to flight. 


When Moſes' hands thro* weakneſs dropp'd, 
The warriors fainted too; 
Iſrael's ſucceſs at once was ſtopp'd, 
And Am'leck bolder grew. 7 3 
R \ 
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| A people always prone to boaſt, (5 | 

| Were taught by this ſuſpence, 7 8 os 

| That not a numerous armed hoſt. 
4 But Gop was their defence. 


We now of fleets and armies vaunt, 
And ſhips and men prepare; 
But men like Moſes moſt we want, 

To fave the ſtate by prayer. 


Yet, Loxp, we hope thou haſt prepar'd 
A hidden few to day; 

(The nations ſacred ſtrength and guard) 
To weep, and mourn, and pray. 


O hear their prayers, and grant us aid, 
Bid war and diſcord ceaſe ; 
Heal the ſad breach which ſin has made, 

And bleſs us all with PEACE. 
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